
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Goals and Overview 
 
The primary goal of this course is to develop the analytical and research skills necessary to understand and 
analyze politics beyond the superficial style one finds in the talk/debate shows of CNN, Fox News, or other 
mainstream outlets.  Political debates may not be based only on facts but also misinformation and 
disinformation or as if there were only two points of view in favor or against.  This course is designed as a 
first step toward having students become citizens that are not just consumers of political knowledge but to 
be able to critically analyze truth claims made by experts.  My goal is to train students to be able to 
understand not only how empirical studies are conducted, but also to undertake research.  This course will 
introduce students to research methods often used in studying politics, which allows analysts to evaluate the 
claims of those that participate in public policy battles.  The study of politics involves analytical and critical 
skills to evaluate empirically theories and public policies.   
 
After the completion of this course, students should have the following knowledge, skills and abilities (KSA): 
 

 Have an understanding of social scientific principles 

 Understand the research process  

 Knowledge about data sources, data management, and statistical software 

 Ability to construct a basic survey 

 Knowledge about descriptive statistics, correlations, and regression analysis 

 
Note: Things often need to be changed. The professor reserves the right to make the changes that deem 
necessary to achieve learning effectiveness. The student will be informed in advance of any changes.   
 
Class format  
 
The class will combine lecturing and computer lab activities.  The student is required to come prepare to the 
class with reading previously assigned. Computer lab will consist of the use of the statistical software 
package SPSS apply to the study of politics.  
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Evaluation Performance and Grading  
 
Midterm Exam    25% 
Homework    25% (6 total weighted equally ) 
Survey Project    25% (Two parts: part 1 = 5% and part 2 = 20%)  
Final Exam (Final)   20% 
Participation    5% 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
TOTAL     100%  

 
    
Midterm Exam:   This exam will include questions from Pollock’s book as well as subject matter covered in 
class lectures.  The format will combine essay with short-answer or multiple choice questions.   

 
Final Exam:  This exam is cumulative and based on all the readings and lectures throughout the semester.   
The format of this exam will likely contain an essay, multiple choice, and short-answer questions. 
 
Homework:   These assignments are geared particularly toward learning research methods.  First, they will 
help prepare students for the research methods exam.  Second, they are important in learning some of the 
elements of research design and the practical skills necessary one requires to becoming an analyst.  The 
homework assignments will generally be cumulative in nature.  Homework consist of computer assignments 
using SPSS. It is important to at tend class so you can work on the homework after each topic so I can help 
you with the software while in class. 

 
Survey Project:  Students will singularly analyze a research question through a survey.  This will reinforce 
knowledge about hypotheses, survey construction, data management, and analysis.  A rough draft of the 
hypothesis and research questions must be turned in to the instructor before students field the survey.  
More details will provided during the semester about how to field the survey and write the paper. 
 

Participation:  Participation will be measured in two ways.  First, I will be take attendance every day to (1) 

get to know each of you as much as possible as the environment allows and (2) to also encourage your 
presence, which if it falls off will likely result in a lower grade, as I have found to be very true from past 
semesters.  Second, considering instructor-student interaction provides for a more interesting and 
educationally rich environment, students that productively participate and pay attention (not constantly on 
computer in non-class activity) in class discussions will receive additional points, although quality 

commentary will be valued over quantity.   
 
Other Expectations Concerning Class Conduct 

 
It is expected of you that you do not miss assignments or classes, which will result in a penalty to your 
grade.  It has been demonstrated in studies on education that attending class and taking good notes 
improve student test scores.  Class attendance is mandatory.   

Always be sure to back up any assignment for every class you ever take.  You should use back up 
technology.  Last minute technical problems are an invalid excuse for late assignments.  I will 
subtract 10 points from papers and homework assignments for each day that they are late.  Exams 
will not be made up without a valid excuse. 

Debate and discussion are important in the critical evaluation of politics.  Without this interaction 
the subject matter may feel far removed from your life when in fact it is quite important.  However, it must be 
remembered that the purpose of group and class discussion is to improve individual learning and the overall 
quality of the course.  This entails a respect for others and refraining from disparaging remarks, personal 



insults, derogatory comments, and other unprofessional behavior.  Additionally, outside work and other non-
class related activities have no place in our classroom, this includes cell phones or other electronic 
equipment not pertinent to class activities.  Cell phones most be turned off!!  Please feel free to drop by 
my office during office hours if you have any additional questions or concerns.  I urge you to take advantage 
of this opportunity.  Questions are highly recommended.  I enjoy such interaction and you will also gain from 
it. 

 
Plagiarism  

 
Plagiarizing is the use of other people’s words, ideas (concepts, sentence or paragraph structure or 
phrasings), songs, or images without documentation or their consent.  For the papers in this class, students 
must provide citations using parenthetical citations, footnotes, or endnotes for passages in the text that are 
borrowed or inspired by other person’s works.  It is not hard to avoid plagiarizing -- if you use a quote from 
an author, acknowledge it in a citation; if you paraphrase or summarize an argument, cite the source from 
where you obtained the idea.  Often parenthetical citations are useful for this purpose.  For example, one 
might write, “One compelling reason why governments do what they do is that all people have goals, and 
they work to achieve those goals through political behavior. (Lowi, Ginsberg, and Shepsle 2002, p.14)”, and 
then cite the work again in a bibliography or reference section at the end of your paper.   
If you use facts or figures from some source and they are not common knowledge, note the source of the 
information.  Copying and pasting in text from websites or other electronic documents is completely 
unacceptable and extremely easy to discover, identify, and document.  If you directly borrow sentences, or 
even clauses or sentence fragments, these should be set-off in quotation marks and include a reference to 
the original source.  If you are inspired to borrow the style, organization, or ideas of other person’s work, you 
will still need to provide references to specific passages and bibliographical information.  Another acceptable 
strategy is to paraphrase another person’s work, which is fine again as long as you note the source in the 
text.  Remember though that only a small proportion of any paper you write should consist of quotations; it is 
better form to rely first on your own thoughts and primarily use paraphrasing when discussing others’ work.  
It is unacceptable to include multiple paragraphs or long passages not set off as block quotes and then 
provide a single reference of the original source at the end.  The goal of writing is to primarily use your own 
words and ideas, and use other people’s words as examples or evidence. 
In addition, UTEP takes steps through the web and in University classes to inform students about 
plagiarism.  Thus, it is your responsibility to avoid this behavior.  I join UTEP in taking plagiarism very 
seriously.  Similarly, all other forms of cheating are also dishonest and are unacceptable. 

 
Students with Disabilities 
 
If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The Center for 
Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their 
office located in Union East, Room 106.  For additional information, please visit the CASS website at 
www.sa.utep.edu/cass.  CASS’ Staff are the only individuals who can validate and if need be, authorize 
accommodations for students with disabilities.  The CASS phone number is 747-5148 or at cass@utep.edu 
or go to Room 106 Union East Building. The Student is responsible for presenting to the instructor any 
CASS accommodation letters and instructions before arrangements need to be made for exams, quizzes, or 
other needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Readings 

 
I expect you to read everything listed on the syllabus for a particular date before class.  The lectures will not 
necessarily duplicate the readings.  Nonetheless, you will be responsible for this subject matter on quizzes, 
exams, and papers and the tests will encompass more than the subject matter covered in lecture. Students 
are encourage to complement the course with other research method books that could be check out from 
the library; I recommend Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research.   
 
The texts for this course are: 
 

 Kuhn, T. S. (2012). The structure of scientific revolutions. University of Chicago press. 
(Recommended)  

 Pollock, Philip H.  The Essentials of Political Analysis, 4th  edition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class Schedule  
 

DATE TOPIC DUE DATES READINGS 

    

Jan 20 

Intro to research methods: Social 
sciences and paradigms 

  

Jan 22 

Intro to research methods: Social 
sciences and paradigms 

 
Thomas Kuhn 

Jan 27 

Intro to research methods: 
Research process 

  

Jan 29 

Intro to research methods:  Cause 
and Validity   

  

Feb 3 

Conceptualization and 
measurement  

Intro & Chapter 
1 

Feb 5 

Measuring and describing 
variables  

 
Chapter 2 

Feb 10 

Measuring and describing 
variables  HOMEWORK 1 Chapter 2 

Feb 12 Explanation and hypotheses 
 

Chapter 3 

Feb 17 Research design and validity 
 

Chapter 4 & 5 

Feb 19 Research design and validity 
 

Chapter 4 & 5 

Feb 24 Research design and validity PAPER (PART 1) Chapter 4 & 5 

Feb 26 MIDTERM EXAM 
  March 3 Sampling & error measurement 
 

Chapter 6 

March 5 Sampling & error measurement 
 

Chapter 6  

March 17 Measures of central tendency 
 

Chapter 6  

March 19 Measures of central tendency HOMEWORK 2 Chapter 6  

March 24 

Measures of association (Chi 
square) 

 
Chapter 7 

March 26 

Measures of association (Chi 
square)  HOMEWORK 3 Chapter 7 

April 2 Review survey questionnaire 
 

Chapter 8 

April 7 Data collection survey  
 

Chapter 8  

April 9 Database setting  
 

Chapter 8  

April 14 Data analysis survey   Chapter 8  

April 16 Data analysis survey  Chapter 8  

April 21 Correlation  HOMEWORK 4 Chapter 8  

April 23 Linear Regression analysis  Chapter 8  

April 28 Linear Regression analysis HOMEWORK 5 Chapter 8  

April 30 & 
May 5  

Multivariate regression analysis 
(MVA) HOMEWORK 6 Chapter 9 

May 7 MVA with dummy variables 
SURVEY 
PROJECT DUE Chapter 9 

 

FINAL EXAM  
Thursday,  
May 14th 

7:00 pm – 9:45 
pm 



 


